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India in waiting
Flat PV installation rate could 
get a lift from upcoming 
national elections

Silicon blast
Explosion at Japanese 
polysilicon factory leaves five 
dead and many injured

Mounting systems
A lot of production innovation, 
but no such thing as a perfect 
mounting system

Inverter survey
Fewer devices in annual 
overview, but with higher 
average efficiencies
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How to make cheaper silicon
Market survey on deposition tools for polysilicon 
shows further potential to cut on cost 
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 Rhone Resch, president and CEO of the US Solar 
Energy Industries Association (SEIA), writes a monthly 
column on solar power in the US.

How times have changed. 
On Jan. 24, 1974 – with Richard Nixon in 

the White House, but embroiled in the Wa-
tergate scandal – five people met in the noisy 
basement of the Washington Hilton to discuss 
the possibility of establishing an association 
for the nascent solar energy industry. 

They agreed to create »a broad-based 
trade association supporting prompt, orderly, 
widespread and open growth of solar energy 
resources.« This was the beginning of the So-
lar Energy Industries Association’s (SEIA) four 
decades of successful advocacy.

Today, 40 years later, there are nearly 
143,000 Americans employed by the US solar 
industry at more than 6,100 American compa-
nies – with SEIA leading the fight to expand 
markets, remove market barriers, strengthen 
the industry and educate Americans about the 
benefits of solar energy.

In recognition of this tremendous success, 
more than 3 million people took part in Na-
tional »Shout Out For Solar« Day – celebrated 
on Friday, Jan. 24 – on Facebook, Twitter and 
other social media platforms. This first-of-its-
type event was also enthusiastically support-
ed by hundreds of business and environmental 
groups nationwide.

Four days later, President Obama gave his 
own personal »shout out« for solar during his 
nationally-televised State of the Union ad-
dress, telling an audience of 35 million people: 
»Every four minutes, another American home 
or business goes solar; every panel pounded 
into place by a worker whose job can’t be out-
sourced.«  

All of these events coincided with SEIA’s 
40th anniversary as a national trade association 
and the »voice« of solar energy in America. It 
also marked the launch of a new »America 
Supports Solar« campaign (www.americasup-
portssolar.org), which highlights solar energy’s 
explosive growth across the US, as well as its 

record-shattering year in 2013. It’s estimated 
that the US now has 13 GW of installed solar 
capacity – enough to power more than 2 mil-
lion American homes. What’s more, when all 
of the 2013 numbers are in, solar is expected 
to account for more new electric generating 
capacity in the US than any other renewable 
energy source.

While 2013 was a record-breaking year, 
2014 may be even better with 30 percent 
growth being forecast. Part of this unprec-
edented expansion is due to the fact that the 
average price of a solar system has dropped 
by more than 50 percent since 2010, benefit-
ing consumers, businesses, schools and gov-
ernment entities.

The new year kicked off with a bang when 
the huge $2.2 billion Ivanpah Solar Elec-
tric Generating System – located near the 
California-Nevada border – was completed, 
generating enough power for 140,000 homes. 
This state-of-the-art concentrating solar pow-
er (CSP) complex is owned by BrightSource 
Energy, NRG Energy and Google. From my per-
spective – having seen Ivanpah personally – 
the opening of this mammoth 400 MW facility, 
which sprawls across 5 square miles, marks 
the dawn of a new era of power generation 
in the US.

Less than 2 weeks later, the Interior Depart-
ment formally approved two new utility-scale 
solar power projects in California and Nevada 
totaling 550 MW of new generating capac-
ity. Both projects are being developed by First 
Solar Inc. and mark a regulatory milestone. 
President Obama’s administration has now ap-
proved 50 large-scale renewable energy proj-
ects on public lands in the West since 2009. 
That’s a remarkable record and deserves its 
own special »shout out.« So on behalf of SEIA 
and its more than 1,000 member companies, 
we’d just like to say: Thank you, Mr. President, 
for the best birthday present possible!  rr

SEIA celebrates 40 years of service to solar industry
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Hawaii 
Hawaiian member-owned utility Kauai 

Island Utility Cooperative (KIUC) expects 
to start construction on the $54 million 
12 MW (AC) Anahola solar project on the 
island of Kauai this spring, reports Pacific 
Business News. Construction on the project 
was due to commence in the fourth quarter of 
2012, but KIUC only just secured approval for 
the 25-year lease of the 60-acre site selected 
for the project. Pacific Business News reports 
that EPC services provider REC Solar is now 
expected to energize the project in early 2015, 
not mid-2014 as was originally planned. KIUC 
will maintain and operate the facility once it 
has been completed. According to the article, 
the facility will cover about 20 percent of 

Kauai’s daytime electricity needs. In addition 
to the 12 MW solar park, the project includes 
the construction of an electrical substation 
and a lithium-ion battery storage system. 

The Anahola project is KIUC’s third large-
scale PV project on Kauai. The company’s 6 
MW Port Allen solar park came online in 
December 2012, while the 12 MW Koloa solar 
park is due to come online later this year. The 
Koloa project, which will also have an energy 
storage component, is being built by Solar-
City Corp. Once completed the three proj-
ects, representing 30 MW of PV capacity, are 
expected to meet roughly 50 percent of the 
island’s daytime electricity demand. KIUC 
aims to get 50 percent of its total electricity 
from renewable sources by 2023.

Iowa 
Iowa Environmental Council details 

Iowa’s solar potential. The Iowa Environ-
mental Council, an alliance of organizations 
and individuals working to protect Iowa’s 
environment, has published a new report de-
tailing the state’s solar potential. The report, 
entitled »Real Potential, Ready Today: Solar 
Energy in Iowa«, claims that Iowa has »as 
good or better« solar irradiation than most 
US states and that solar would complement 
the state’s energy needs and existing energy 
resources: Iowa already has a substantial 
amount of installed wind capacity. 

The report claims that Iowa is ranked 16th 
among US states in terms of technical poten-
tial for PV energy production and says that 
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