
There’s probably a little 
more than a month of seri-
ous recreation fun to be had 
on the Kings River in the 
Reedley area. For boaters, 
less than that.

I plan to get out of the 
office on occasion this sum-
mer and visit spots along 
the river, to get a flavor of 
what Reedley residents and 
others get to enjoy during 
the year’s hottest months.

At the same time, I’m 
really hoping I don’t have 
to come to the river on of-
ficial business. That is, 
checking up on an emer-
gency call involving fire, 
river rescue or, worse, am-
bulance. I remember during 
my time working in Sanger 
going out a time or two to 
the River between Reedley 
and Centerville, futilely try-
ing to follow the helicopter 
roaming in the skies above 
and the rescue boats racing 
past. There would be noth-
ing worse than having to re-
port on a tragedy similar to 
the two recent fatal water-
craft mishaps at Bass Lake 
in Madera County.

It hasn’t taken long to 
see the activity on the river. 
I’ve already spotted water 
skiers racing along in open 
spots while crossing the 
bridges on Avenue 416 or 
Avenue 400 during my daily 

commute. They’re making 
the most of their limited 
window of opportunity to 
enjoy their time out on the 
water. On the weekends, 
the swimmers and picnick-
ers will pack riverside loca-
tions.

Reedley Fire Chief Jer-
ry Isaak said on July 7 that 
he heard reports of large 
crowds, but no calls to the 
department. That’s a good 
sign.

Observe boating and 
swimming safety, and re-
frain from alcohol if you 
plan to get in the water. 

And do your part in taking  
special care of one of Reed-
ley’s most precious natural 
attractions.

•••
I always love a good 

fireworks show. In Reed-
ley, you get that plus some 
real history with the an-
nual Spectacular show. The 
annual pyrotechnics have 
been going strong for 65 
years, including recent edi-
tions in the Sports Park on 
Dinuba Avenue.

Sure, there were some 
hiccups this year. Technical 
difficulties prevented the 

debut of 
the new 
v i d e o 
musical 
presen-
t a t i o n 
prepared 
by Steve 
A l b e r t , 
c h a i r -
man and 
head pyro-
technician. But that didn’t 
stop the pyrotechnic team 
from lighting up the skies 
with more than a half hour 
of dazzling explosives.

I took the opportunity to 
slip out of the Sports Park 
after the first few minutes 
of the show, and I traveled 
east to Englehart Avenue 
and parked along the road 
to take a batch of photos. 
It was a nice visual to wit-
ness the water tower glow 
momentarily with the blasts 
of each series of aerial de-
vices.

The Reedley Spectacu-
lar is a work in progress, 
and has a promising future 
at the southeast end of town. 
Community support — both 
in attendance and financial-
ly — is the key to success, 
and a firm foundation is in 
place for that success. With 
that spirit, the show should 
hum along for another six-
and-a-half decades.
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Other OPINIONS

It may sound strange, but at my age, one of 
the pleasures of a three-day holiday weekend 
is the opportunity to read. To take time for a 
bit of introspection and reflect on some of the 
headline making events that are on television 
and the front page of the newspaper.  

While engaging in such personal time, it is 
important to examine some of the underlying 
causes of our current mess in the world as well 
as those which members of the press allow to 
“fly under the radar” and go under reported or 
not reported at all.

This column will attempt to deal with a compendium of issues 
which may, at first blush, appear to be unrelated to each other. We 
believe we can make the case that there is an essential link.

In a survey of “least patriotic” and “most patriotic” states 
we were a bit surprised that California was ranked well into the 
bottom half of states in terms of patriotic behavior — 35th out 
of 50. As I recall, President Obama once announced, during his 
presidential campaign, that he had visited all 57 of The United 
States. Apparently the other seven which he found didn’t show 
up in this poll.

Given the huge military presence here in the Golden State one 
would have thought that California would have ranked higher than 
the bottom one-third. We have a sizable military population and Cali-
fornia is this country’s front line on the Pacific. Our fighting men and 
women stand ready as our first line of defense against an unfriendly 
world who would do us harm.  

The Southern tier of states, which are so mocked and derided by 
the liberal press, rank near the top of the “patriot list.”  New York 
— to no one’s surprise — was ranked dead last. That state’s weird 
political structure — especially the Socialist who was elected mayor 
of New York City — is even more convoluted than the State of Cali-
fornia.

We find it odd that so many residents of both states don’t seem 
to give a damn about America or what made her great. Those who 
have not been taught history nor care very much about it may be in 
for a rude awakening.

Speaking of California politics, here we are in historically one of 
the worst droughts on record and we’re using all available capital to 
build a train — which will be a drain on our economy for as long as 
one can project — instead of constructing storage for the rains which 
will eventually come. When that water arrives is in divine hands; 
unfortunately, the collection and storage is in control of the bumbling 
boobs whom we’ve placed in charge.

Businesses, homeowners and farmers are paying the price for 
flawed policy from Sacramento while water continues to flow to the 
ocean and environmentalists control the agenda.

We have a state which built an infrastructure designed to deal 
with 20 million Californians. It now struggles under the weight of 40 
million people who now call it home. Open uncontrolled borders, mis-
management, and poor planning by state officials have jeopardized 
the well-being of all hard-working Californians.

Our liberal welfare system is effectively like having a fishing lure 
in the water. One is going to attract even more low producers when 
one announces that almost everything is free in our state—courtesy 
of those who are lucky enough to be employed. Sacramento’s solution 
is to tax them more; they’re not on welfare so they must have plenty 
of money to help with the vote buying.

There is a limited supply of water and the weather is really heat-
ing up — what else can go wrong? Short answer is that the cost of 
electricity is about to rise again. Sacramento has mandated that an 
ever-increasing percentage of our electrical power be generated from 
alternative sources — solar, wind and geo-thermal. Forget about the 
fact that coal-fired generation is the most economical, we’ve got to 
be on the edge of environmentally driven experimentation and try 
these “green” solutions. The cost be damned!

Sadly, much of that experimentation in electrical genera-
tion is driven by lobbyists and campaign donors. The economic 
well-being of the citizens becomes secondary to the politicians 
rewarding their supporters. And, while I’m on the subject, why 
does PG&E feel compelled to spend ratepayer money to adver-
tise on television and metropolitan newspapers, telling us what 
great corporate neighbors they are when they enjoy an absolute 
monopoly.

If these decisions on the part of our politicians were more 
thoughtful and less self-serving, we could begin the journey back 
to “for the people and by the people.” The trip back to sanity may 
take some time, but those initial steps must start right now before it 
becomes too late.

The solution is as simple as the application of common sense. I 
don’t see any in Washington or Sacramento, do you?

As always, that’s only one man’s opinion.

Have an opinion? 
Want to share it?

Weigh in. Let your voice be heard. 
Send us your letter to the editor for publication on 

this page and on our website.

reedleyexponent.com
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QUOTE
“The most likely 
way for the world 
to be destroyed, 

most experts 
agree, is by

accident. That’s 
where we come 

in; we’re comput-
er professionals. 
We cause acci-

dents.”
 

— Nathaniel Borenstein
 (1957 - )

Fred Hall

Recreation season on the Kings River 
will be a short and, hopefully, safe one

Jon Earnest

Jon Earnest / The Exponent

The first day of the Kings River’s increased water flow on July 
3  displayed natural debris as well as some litter.

Letters Policy
THE REEDLEY EXPONENT invites letters from 

the public on any topic of local relevance. We 
reserve the right to edit letters for clarity or brevity, 
and we reserve the right to NOT publish them if 
they could be deemed libelous or profane.  Letters 
should be 300 words or less, and bear the author's 
name, address, and phone number. Letters can 
be mailed, emailed, submitted via our website, or 
personally delivered to:  Editor, Reedley Exponent, 
1130 G St, Reedley CA 93654.

By Rhone Resch

If California was a nation, it 
would rank sixth in the world in in-
stalled solar energy capacity. That’s 
pretty amazing – and one of the key 
takeaways from the latest U.S. Solar 
Market Insight Report, which was 
just released by GTM Research and 
the Solar Energy Industries Associa-
tion (SEIA).

Today, California has more solar 
assets than nations such as the United 
Kingdom, France, Spain, Australia and 
Belgium, becoming the first state in 
the U.S. to top 10,000 megawatts (MW) 
of installed solar capacity and cement-
ing its place as America’s solar leader.

California made history in the 
first quarter of this year by install-
ing 718 megawatts of solar energy, 
raising the state’s total capacity to 
10,649 megawatts – enough to power 
nearly 2.6 million homes. The report 
went on to point out that California 
had big increases in Q1 across all so-
lar sectors. Of the new capacity add-
ed, 231 megawatts were residential, 
88 were commercial and 399 were 
utility scale. Together, these instal-
lations represented a $1.7 billion in-

vestment across the state in the first 
quarter alone.

When it comes to creating clean 
energy jobs and protecting the en-
vironment, California is showing the 
world how to get the job done. To put 
the state’s remarkable progress in 
some context, today California has 
10 times more installed solar capac-
ity than the entire nation had in 2007. 
We congratulate Gov. Jerry Brown, 
his administration, legislative lead-
ers and the people of California for 
being at the forefront of America’s 
efforts to create a vibrant and grow-
ing clean energy economy.

California’s explosive growth in 
solar is due, in large part, to stable 
and effective public policies such 
as the federal solar Investment Tax 
Credit (ITC), Renewable Portfolio 
Standards (RPS) and Net Energy 
Metering (NEM). Nationwide, solar 
remains the fastest-growing source 
of renewable energy in the United 
States, and it is supported by 9 out 
of 10 Americans.

In the first quarter of this year, 
California benefitted from the com-
pletion of the massive Desert Sun-

light project, developed by First So-
lar and located in the Mojave Desert.  
Desert Sunlight has the capacity to 
generate 550 MW of electricity, which 
is enough to power 160,000 California 
homes.

The residential market also 
continued to flourish in Q1, with 
installed system prices dropping 4 
percent year-over-year — and down 
nearly 50 percent since 2010. The 
upswing in residential installations 
is expected to continue in the fore-
seeable future, especially in light 
of a recent report by the California 
Energy Commission, which shows 
that more than a quarter of all new 
homes being built in Southern Cali-
fornia are being constructed with 
solar energy systems. Presently, 
there are 2,226 solar companies at 
work throughout the state, employ-
ing 54,700 Californians — and those 
numbers are continuing to grow.

Any way you look at it, the sun 
is shining brightly these days on the 
Golden State.

Rhone Resch is president and CEO 
of the Solar Energy Industries Associa-
tion.

California now 6th globally in installed solar capacity


