
1:00 – 1:15 PM

1:15  – 2:00 PM

Welcome & Introductions 
Welcoming remarks and an introduction by SEIA and SEPA.

Community Solar Tools for the Midwest: Lessons and Insights from Cook County, IL 
Since 2015, Cook County, Illinois has partnered with the City of Chicago, Environmental Law & 
Policy Center, Elevate Energy, Commonwealth Edison and West Monroe Partners to advance 
development of new community solar projects. With community solar accelerating in Chicago 
and Cook County, this session will highlight the suite of community solar tools created 
through the project, including the Community Solar Business Case Tool, which allows 
developers and subscribers to analyze the costs and benefits of a community solar project.  In 
addition, this session will provide key insights and lessons learned from Cook County’s efforts, 
to help guide other stakeholders throughout Illinois and the Midwest as they work to 
establish successful community solar programs.

Speakers: 
Mari Hernandez
Regulatory Program Manager, Interstate Renewable Energy Council

Deborah Stone
Chief Sustainability Officer, Cook County Department of Environmental Control

Vito Greco
Solar Program Manager, Elevate Energy

Emily McGavisk
Senior Consultant, West Monroe Partners

Community Solar Workshop 
Solar Power Midwest, Chicago, Illinois

October 18th, 2017 1:00pm – 5:15pm 

The Midwest Community Solar workshop will discuss challenges and opportunities in community solar in the Midwest, 
share model program designs and decision tools that will make it easier for communities to reap the benefits of solar, 
and highlight successful case studies. Attendees will learn why the shared renewables model can provide American 
homeowners, renters, and businesses access to the benefits of solar energy generation and play a critical role in 
expanding access to solar energy to low-income households.

12:45 – 1:00 PM Event Check-In

2:05  – 3:05 PM The Customer Perspective of Community Solar 
Community solar has become a critical tool for bridging the gap between those who can and 
can’t access local, affordable, clean energy. But there’s a gap between what community solar 
subscribers care about and what they know about potential programs and offerings. This 
session will bring the audience along a customer journey of what community solar customers 
wants so that you can target the right audience and win over American consumers and 
businesses.

Speaker: 
Jennifer Szaro 
Senior Director of Programs, SEPA



3:30 – 4:15 PM Trends and Perspectives on Program Design 
This interactive session will explore how everything from regional power prices to solar re- 
sources to the predominant regulatory environment will impact community solar design, 
informing attendees of best practices and the pros and cons of various program design options.

Speaker: 
Dan Chwastyk
Manager, Utility Strategy, SEPA

Laurel Passera
Policy Team, Coalition for Community Solar Access

4:20 – 4:40 PM The Grid-Side of Community Solar
Community solar installations can provide grid benefits, behind the utility fence, out of sight 
of customers, that can reduce project costs and smooth the interconnection process. 
Program designs can include the addition of energy storage or demand management 
strategies. Hear from a utility expert how inverter functionality, locational factors, west-
facing orientation, and other DERs can contribute to the success of a community solar 
program.

Speaker:
Joe Svachula 
VP of Smart Grid and Technology, ComEd

4:45 – 5:15 PM Opportunities and Challenges in the World of Community Solar
In this concluding session about the community solar market, developers will share their 
perspective on opportunities and challenges in the Midwest market and the role that policy 
plays in enabling American homeowners, renters, and businesses access to the benefits of 
shared solar energy generation.

Moderator:
Rick Umoff
Regulatory Counsel and Director of State Affairs, SEIA

Speakers:
Hannah Masterjohn
Vice President, Policy & Regulatory Affairs, Clean Energy Collective

Kevin Borgia
Midwest Policy Director, Cypress Creek Renewables

Julia Zuckerman
Manager Policy and Market Strategy, NRG Energy

Break 3:05  – 3:25 PM
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