The Solar Energy Industry Association (SEIA) submits its comments in response to the Department of Energy’s Draft Recommendations from the Joint Outreach Team effort to bring improvements in the Western Area Power Administration (Western) transmission planning and efficiencies.  
SEIA recognizes the Department of Energy and Western for taking on this bold initiative at a time in our nation’s future when ensuring a flexible and resilient grid must be paramount to our energy self-sufficiency.  SEIA supports Western playing a lead and innovative role to develop transmission capacity that will support large-scale solar development through out its region.  SEIA also understands that balancing Western’s customer, tribal, and stakeholder interests, with all the other regulatory agencies and body’s is no easy feat.  SEIA believes that DOE and Western have struck the right balance in these recommendations, but like anything else the proof will be seen in how well DOE and Western implement the recommendations.

Overall SEIA supports Western’s focus on unifying its OASIS scheduling and tariffs, identifying reserve capability within its BA and sub BA’s and revise Western’s LGIP for its queue management consistent with the studies of West Connect.  SEIA reserves specific comment on the queue procedural changes pending a more specific set of recommendations being released. 

SEIA supports all initiatives that bring about greater efficiencies and cost savings for Western and its customers with the aim at improving grid reliability and establishing increased available transmission capacity for new markets to emerge within the region.  Thus SEIA also supports Western’s efforts at investigating consistent transmission and ancillary service rates and methodologies across the 13 projects within Western; improving administration of its Customer Integrated Resource Program; identify partnering opportunities to develop a stronger and more flexible transmission grid; and initiating a Western-wide Infrastructure Investment Study.  Having the tools, technology, and resources to implement these policy changes will take great effort and SEIA encourages DOE to maintain a strong presence in carrying out these initiatives in the same manner that it supported establishing the Eastern, Western, and Texas Interconnection Planning Processes.  Such an investment will turn out to be more valuable in securing implementation of large scale solar across the Western footprint. 
Western’s proposal for a flow based versus contract based path analysis is also consistent with its effort to move towards an Energy Imbalance Market.  SEIA supports Western’s recommendation to transition the Electric Power Training Center to the National Renewable Energy Laboratory Energy Systems Integration Facility as bringing state of the art equipment and programming to Western’s customers, tribal interests and stakeholders.  This effort also supports Western’s initiatives to implement FERC Order 764 for Variable Energy Integration with independent resources that can provide the necessary scientific support that will be required to carry out this initiative.

SEIA supports these recommendations, but how DOE and Western implement the outlined recommendations with transparency and organizational effectiveness is to be determined.  SEIA will provide any reasonable support that it can to assist Western in fulfilling these mandates.  Thus SEIA supports the hiring of dedicated staff to serve as a Renewable Energy Liaison for facilitating renewable energy interconnection to Western’s Native American Tribes, other customers, stakeholders, and neighboring transmission processes. 
SEIA’s attachment to this letter addresses each recommended item specifically referencing the page number and SEIA’s specific view.
Sincerely,

Attachment – 

SEIA’s specific comments by Recommendation are stated below and identified by the page they appear on:

R8 – Regulation reserve capacity – SEIA supports this as it offers added value from CSP with TES.
R9 – Consolidation- SEIA supports this effort and it also supports Western’s role in an EIM.

R11-Revise LGIP- SEIA strongly support this recommendation and will reserve comment pending a more detailed set of rules being published.

R12 – Study transmission and ancillary service rates – SEIA support this effort in order to develop Path construction and replacement systems.
R14 – SEIA supports Western’s collaborative process to harmonize transmission and ancillary service rate setting methodologies.
R15 – IRP – SEIA supports Western’s IRP plan to implement a quality control program ensuring compliance with all aspects of the planning process. 

R16 - Infrastructure investment study – SEIA and its members support this area as it will enable upgrades and/or new construction –replacement transmission.

R18 – Combined Transmission Services – SEIA supports this effort if it increases efficiencies for available transmission capacity. 

R19 – Study moving to a Flow-based from contract-path based path environment – SEIA supports this effort and sees it consistent with the CSP industry’s interests re zones, establishing Variable Energy Resources and Energy Imbalance Markets.
R20 – Move to NREL – SEIA supports this effort in order to support the technical expertise inside NREL being made available to all of Western’s customers, tribes and stakeholders.
R22- FERC O764 VER – SEIA supports Western implementing 15 minute or better scheduling and coordinating this effort across a wider region to bring about maximum efficiencies. 

R23 – Evaluating the benefits and costs of ADI, RBC, and DSS.  SEIA supports this effort.
R24 – Energy Imbalance Market study – SEIA supports this effort and recognizes that it could assist Western in integrating many of the recommendations stated herein.
R26 – Renewable Energy Transmission Liaison –SEIA strongly supports this effort as having an office that is accountable for implementing many of these recommendations.
